TRUTH TELLER. 


VOL. 1.] SEPTEMBER, A. D. 1864. 3. 


Tell the Truth: the Truth will tell—and tell it well, Truth will prevail, and never fail. 


The Truth Teller— Will advocate the Primitive Organization of the 
Church of Jesus Christ (of Latter Day Saints,) which was organ- 
ized on the 6th day of April, 1830, and maintain her Doctrines in 
all Truth: Also, an exposition of all the False Doctrines that have 


been imposed upon the Church. 


THE ADDRESS CONTINUED. 


BY GRANVILLE HEDRICK. 


This spurious revelation was given in 
Sept., 1842, while the temple was under 
way of building, and was scarcely fin- 
ished, if completed at all, before the in- 
habitants of Nauvoo, in 1846, commenc- 
ed their great and ever-memorable hegira 
to Salt Lake City, taking with them the 
records of the baptisms for the dead, and 
are now deposited in the archives of the 
temple in Salt. Lake, under the care of 
Brigham Young, who stands at the head 
of one of the most notorious bandittis of 
robbers, murderers and whoremongers, 
that ever disgraced the human race; 
(these are facts. well authenticated, ) and 
yet this spurious revelation positively 
says that the records for the baptisms of 
the dead shall be kept in the temple (at 
Nauvoo) from generation to generation. 
Now, as the author of this spurious re- 
velation presided over those records, 
kept for the dead, while he lived in 
Nauvoo, has left his anointing and bless- 
ing upon the head of his posterity after 
him, as is found inp Sec. 103, Par. 18, it 
is the right of the heir, as some think, 
to preside over these things in the same 
place, (Nauvoo, ) from generation to gen- 
eration, forever and gever, and not 
Brigham Young, at Salt Lake, who has 


intruded upon the rights of the heir for 


the last twenty years, and thus defeat- 
ed their favorite revelation from deing 
fulfilled. Why should it be called their 
favorite oracle by both? Because the 
heir has the blessing and annointing of 
his father, in the 18th Pat, ; and Brigham 
Young has for his consolation, in the 
40th Par., the appointment to the office 
of president over the twelve Apostles, 
‘‘which twelve hold the keys to open up 
thority of my kingdom upon the 
rners of the earth, and after thai 
yad my word to every creature.”’ 
Now, according to this 40th Par,, Brigham 
has a high claim, and as possession is 
half the battle in law, and as these 
spurious revelations is the law of ap- 
pointment to them both, and as the heir 
was appointed when a minor, Brigham, 
being legally made president over the 


next highest counsel to the deceased, in 


the whole church, would legally be the 
guardian over the heir until he became 
of age; and according to the principles 
of law, as expressed in those spurious 
revelations which they both profess to 
believe, Brigham hada right to ca 
those records of baptism for the dead to 
Salt Lake, without the consent of the 
heir, especially in as much as the Lord 
would not speak, at that important time, 
through the minor heir, to Brigham 
Young, he might—why not? the animal 
once did to Balaam when going astray— 
and thus have saved those purgatorial 
‘records from going to Salt Lake. 
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But as Brigham Young was appointed 
to preside over the next highest quorum 
in the church, by and through the same 
revelation—and at the same time that 
Joseph Smith appointed his own poster- 
ity to inberit his priestly blessings, the 
appointment is just as valid with one as 
the other, in poMt of truth and common 
sense; and as the revelation appointed 
a minor heir who could not, and most 
certainly did not, fill the place of a pro- 
phet to the church, whereas Brigham 
has only proved faithful to carry out 
those false and wicked pretentions, as 
appointed to him in these spurious reve- 
lations, and thus, by his guardian care, 
has kept those records for the dead in 
the wrong place quite long enough; and 
inasmuch as every word of these spuri- 
ous revelations must be received as truth, 
because they have come through that 
seer who was once blessed, whether they 
are true or false, for it is too perilous to 
question their validity or investigate 
their consistency lest something false 
would be seen in their contents, and 
thereby would no longer believe in them 
and be damned. This revelation, in 
Sec. 105, Par. 6, says, in reference to 
the temple at Nauvoo, that was then un- 
der way of building in the year 1842, 
all the records be had, in order 
that they may be put in the archives of 
my holy temple, to be held in remem- 
brance from generation to generation.”’ 
When will the heir see tothis? If not 
soon, quite a broad notch will be cut in- 
to the first generatior. when the de- 
mand is made for the record of baptisms 
for the dead to be delivered up and sent 
back to Nauvoo from Salt Lake. And 
Brigham remonstrates against it and for 
his defence quotes the law which the 
heir and Brigham both believe in, which 
says in Sec. 108, Par, 15: ‘‘Verily I say 
unto you, that when I gave a command- 
ment to any of the sons of men to do a 
work unto my name, and those sons of 
men go with all their might and with all 
they have to perform that work, and 
cease not their diligence, and their ene- 
mies come upon them and hinder them 
from performing that work, behold it be- 
hooveth me to require that work no more 
at the hands of those sons of men.”” In 
connection with this, Brigham can say : 
Brother Joseph, your Father commenced 
to build a house and great Temple in 
Nauvoo, in 1841. He did not live to see 
it finished; was killed in less than four 
years from that time. Much labor and 
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over a million of dollars was exhausted 
in a fruitless waste. Their enemies came 
upon them and hindered them from their 
work, drove them from their city and 
State, There, Brother Joseph, says Brig- 
ham, there is the law of your Father. 
The Lord requires ‘that work no more 
at the hands of those sons of men.” Al- 
so Par. 11, ‘‘Ye shall be rejected as a 
church with your dead, saith the Lord 
your God.” 

Brigham can say: Brother Joseph, the 
law of your Father must be fulfilled in 
all places. The church wasrejected, the 
law is fulfilled, yes, it is finished, and 
then he can gay: I led the people to 
Salt Lake, where a Temple hasbeen built, 
and the records of baptism for the dead 
kept safely for the last eighteen years, 
where we have ‘had a fine time, while 
your neglected city was left to linger in 
low prospect; and God, to manifest his 
displeasure upon your rejected temple in 
Nauvoo, sent his lightning and struck it 
with a terrible crash, to teach you in 
loud peals of thunder that it was no 
longer his, nor the place in which he 
dwelt. And thus the records would atill 
remain with Brigham Young. All those 
revelations given in Nauvoo are contra- 
dicting in time, terms, and places, and 
when considered, together with the vari- 
vous efforts to carry them into effect, 
‘proves the whole arrangement to be a 
ridiculous farce,in which the baptism for 
the dead by Proxy had its origin to the 
church, for in these spurious revelations 
first appeared the doctrine of Proxy bap- 
tisms. One falsehood in a revelation 
would be sufficient ground for ita reject- 
ment if inseparably connected with the 
whole. Therefore, if proven false on one 
point it would be a sufficient argument 
against the whole of its contents. The 
second edition of the Book of D. C. in 
Sec. 106, Par. 5, positively contradicts 
the Book of Mormon in the Book of Mo- 
roni Ch. 8th, Par. 8d. The 5th Par of 
Sec. 106, reads thus: ‘“‘You may think 
this order of things to be very .:particu- 
lar, but let me tell os that they are on- 
ly to answer the will of God by conform- 
ing to the ordinance and preparation 
that the Lord ordained and prepared be- 
fore the foundation of the world, for the 
salvation of the dead who should die 
without the knowledge of the Gospel.” 
Now for the contrast. See Book of Mo- 
roni, Ch. 8, Pag. 8. ‘‘For behold that 


all little children are alive in Christ, and 


also all they that are withont the law for 
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the power of redemption cometh on all 
they that have no law, wherefore he that 
isnot condemned or he that is under no 
condemnation cannot repent, and unto 
such baptism availeth nothing, but it is 
mockery before God, denying the mercies 
of Christ and the power of his holy spir- 
it, and putting trust in dead works; be- 
hold my son thisthing ought no: to be. for 
repentance is unto them that are under 
condemnation and under the curse of a 
broken law, and the first fruits of repen- 
tance ig baptism, and baptism cometh by 
faith unto the fulfilling the command 
ments, and the fulfilling the command- 
ments bringeth remission of sins, and 
the remission of sins bringeth meekness 
and lowliness of heart, and because of 
meekness and lowliness of heart cometh 
the visitation of the Holy Ghost, which 
comforter filleth with hope and perfect 
love, which love endureth by diligence 
unto prayer, until the end shall come, 
when all the Saints shall dwell with God.”’ 
The reader will readily perceive that the 
Book of Mormon, in the foregoing quo- 
tation, positively says: ‘That all little 
children are alive in Christ, and also all 
they that are without the law, for the 
power of redemption cometh om all they 
that have no law; wherefore he that is 
not condemned or he that is under no 
condemnation cannot repent, and unto 
such baptism availeth nothing.” This 
reading is as clear as language can make 
it that all the human race, both old and 
young who have died without the know]l- 
edge of the Gospel, are under no con- 
demnation and cannot repent, having 
transgressed no law, and as baptism, ac- 
cording to both the Bible and Book of 
Mormon is unto repentance, thefore bap- 
tism can avail nothing for the dead, ‘‘for 
repentance is unto them that are under 
condemnation and under the curse of a 
broken law.” 

But Sec. 106, Par. 5, contradicts this 
and all the foregoing quotations. Read 
the last part of Par. 5th, and you will 
see a preparation ‘‘before the foundation 
of the world for the salvation of the dead 
who should die without a knowledge of 
the Gospel.”” The Book of Mormon says 
the power of redemption cometh on all 
those who have no knowledge of the 
Gospel as well as little children, and 
baptism availeth them nothing, for the 
power of redemption cometh upon all of 
them alike. Which shall we believe, the 
sacred book of Mormon, or these spuri- 
ous revelations, which have been so elab- 
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orately devoted to establish one of the 
most rotten principles of doctrine ever 
imposed upon the church. 

The Truth-Teller has made a declara- 
tion in favor of the primitive organiza- 
tion of the church, as is published in the 
first number. Also. that many of the 
members have strayed from the primi- 
tive order of the church, and that too at 
a much earlier period than generally has 
been supposed: and that the prophet 
Joseph Smith himself lost his prophetic 
gift inthe month of February, A. D. 
1834, and from that period false teach- 
ings and false doctrines and false reve- 
lations were continually imposed upon 
the church until the year of his death, 
whereby many have been deceived and 
also lead into all manner of wicked prac- 
tices from whence it is desirable that all 
should return who have not committed 
the unpardonable sin which can only be 
accomplished by reviewing their former 
course and learn to know the truth from 
falsehood, and in a practical manner 
cleave unto all truth and forsake all un- 
righteousness. But on seeing so bold an 
ankouncement proclaimed by the Truth- 
Teller, in open view to all the reading 
world, in such a defiant manner some will 
writhe and squirm while others with fa- 
natical rage and foam, threaten for re- 
venge, but by the help of God the Trutn 
SHALL BE TOLD, for they will only show 
their weakness and inability to oppose. 
Truth is independent in itself with God, 
Truth and falsehood in harmony can 
never dwell together. Truthisthe light 
of intelligence to the soul, as the sun is 
to nature’s universe, and those who walk 
in it dwellin the light of heaven, while 
others who walk in darkness cannot see, 
though the light is made clear as the noon 
day sun, yet they cannot perceive, but 
to the believer in Christ there is a strong 
consolation that God knoweth them that 
are his, and if all who have professed, 
are not of Israel yet, some are, and 
whether they be many or few they areof 
that happy number who keep the com- 
mandments of their blessed Lord and 
love one another, who are just and pure 
and shall have the right to enter in 
through the gates into the Holy City, 
the new Jerusalem, where God and Christ 
forever reign. 

And saints in endless glory dwell, 

While darkened foes moan without, 


In fearful doom of awful hell 
When saints and angels in Heaven shout 


| There is a prediction made in Section 
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105, Par. 2, concerning Joseph Smith 
himgelf, which bas proven to be falre. 
In speaking of himself he says: I feel 
like Paul to glory in tribulation, fr 
to this day has the God of my Fathers 
delivered me out of them all and will de- 
liver me from henceforth, for behold aid 
lo 1 shall triumph over all my enemics, 
for the Lord God hath spoken it."”" Jo- 
seph was speaking of s temporal deliv- 
erance as 4 final triumph over all his en- 
ewies. All men who were acquainted 
with the bistory of his life, know with 
certainty that this prediction has posi- 
tively failed, for he was killed by hisen- 
emies, in the short period of eighteen 
months afterwards. This 2nd Par. alone 
seals forever the whole of Sec. 105, with 
perfect falsehood, But another daring 
assumption is to be noticed in Sec. 106, 
Pars 17 and 18, which contradicts Je- 
sus Christ and the twelve Nephite Apos- 
tles, and also Malachi and the testimo- 
ny of the three witnesses given to the 
Book of Mormon on the title page. The 
17 Par. quotes Malachi, last chapter, 
verses 5and 6 verbatum. “Behold I 
will send you Elijah the prophet, before 
the coming of the great and dreadful 
day of the Lord; and he shall turn the 
heart of the fathers to the children, and 
the heart of the children to their fathers, 
lest I come and smite the earth with a 
curse.”’ This quotation is verbatum with 
the Book of Mormon. See last Book of 
Nephi, Chapter 11, Par. 6. Here then we 
find the translation of the 5th and 6th 
verses of the 4th Chap. of Mal. iv both 
the Bible and Book éf Mormon, to be 
aay: the same, word for word; 

ut now comes contradiction is 
found in Par. 18, of Sec. 106, of which 
the two first lines re-ds thus: “I might 
have rendered ao plainer translation to 
this, but it is sufficiently plain to snit my 
purpose as it stands.” In this state- 
ment appears the great absurdity of Jo- 
seph Smith, when duly considered. He 
translated the Book of Mormon with the 
Jaredites, interpreters which was pre- 
pared by the power of God, and hid up 
in the earth with the plates for that pur- 
pose, by Moroni ; also, the three wit- 
‘nesses to the Book, testify that it was 
translated by the gift and power of God, 
as is testified to in many other places, 
and yet Joseph says he could have ren- 
dered a plainer translation. The word 
‘vender,’ Webster says means (o trans- 
late one language into another. And 
Joseph says he could have rendered or 
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translated it plainer; and if Joseph 
could have translated any part of it 
luiner, then, according to the same log- 
c, he could have translated the whole 
Book of Mormon plainer. Such philos. 
ophy wou'd soon teach the propriety of 
having & new translation to the whole 
Béok ;. it also reflects a serious charge 
of imperfection upon the gift and power 
of God in translating the Book of Mor 
mon; it would gnaw with desperate prey 
upon its own vitals. 

But now comes the sapping and min. 
ing, which will forever explode the whole 
section: Jesus Christ when he appeared 
to the Nephites and chose the twelve 
Apostles and endowed them with his 
mighty power, gave to them the wordy of 
Malachi; Nephi, llth Chap. Par. Ist. 
They wrote it with the inspired pen from 
the lips of inspiration,—was then kept, 
preserved, and brought forth and trans- 
lated by the gift and power of the al- 
mighty God; and yet Joseph Smith says 
he could have beat it in making a better 
or plainer translation. Such a pre- 
tention stamps the whole Section of 106, 
with the seal of degrading infamy, 
and proves that Joseph Smith fell from 
his former claim of inspiration; yet/’ af- 
tera'l this, there are some men who are 
silly enough to charge the unbelief of 
such absurdities with infidelity ; but 
among all parties it is common to find 
those fanatical’dunces who can very 
readily exclaim against the principles of 
truth, and uphold error without showing 
& reason. 

But now comes the blasphemy. There 
never was a more blasphemous article 
written nor read than this the 106th 
Section, which is so devoted to the bap- 
tism for the dead. According to certain 
stated principles given by Joseph Smith 
iv Section 106, it makes out the Lambs’ 
Book of Life to be a copy of the records 
of the baptism for the dead, as made out 
at Nauvoo, by the clerks of the different 
wards of the city, in behalf of the church, 
and that 1 copy of these proceedings are 
recorded in Heaven, which forms tlie 
Book of Life, or the Lambs’ Book of 
Life. Also, in Par. 9th, it says: what- 
soever those in authority faithfully re- 
corded on eatth should become a law on 
earth and then in Heaven, showing that 
the laws in Heaven are taken from the 
laws on earth, first transacted by men 
and then adopted in Heaven. The 6th 


Par. quotes John’s Rev. 20, 12, which 


speaks of the books that were opened, 
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“and that another book was opened, 
which was the Book of Life;”’ and inthe 
7th Par. it says: ‘the Book of Life is 
the record which is kept in Heaven; ” 
and the 8th Par. says: *‘whatsoever you 
record on earth shall be recorded in 
Heaven;” and the 14th Par. says: ‘‘and 
as are the records on the earth in rela- 
tion to your dead, which are truly made 
out, 80 also are the records in Heaven,” 
This shows plainly that the records of 
the dead were first to be made out, as 
directed jn Nauvoo, in order that the 
Lamb of God might copy it and thereb 
get his Book of Life. Is not the 106th 
Sec. an article of perfect blasphemy ? 
Brigham Young, as las been before sta- 
ted, is the president of that rotten insti- 
tution of Nauvoo, (as founded in 1841,) 
and is the legal guardian of those pur- 
gatorial records ; for he was appointed 
by Joseph Smith in 1841, at Nauvoo, to 
the presidency of the twelve; and after 
the death of Joseph, Brigham presided 
in Nauvoo, under fhat appointment, and 
took charge of those purgatorial rec- 
ords, and carried them to Salt Lake City, 
where they are preserved; and Brigham 
is just as legally installed in authority 
to make out the Book of Life in Salt Lake 
City, as ever any of them were in Nau- 
voo. Brigham has got therecords, The 
He1z has got the place for them to come 
to. So mote they come together. Ifany 
man has been dirtied, greased, and 
daubed over with any such filthy stuff, 
let him wash and be clean. 
Those who wish to know or under- 
stand the true import of the ‘‘Lamb’s 
Book of Life,” will please read John’s 
Rev. 21-27, alse 3-5 and 13-8 and 17-8; 
Philippians 4-3; Rey. 20-12, alao 22-19, 
‘If these passages are read and carefull 
studied, the time will be well employed. 
How can it be expected the church of 
Christ can be built up in all purity and 
holiness while there are so many vain 
and foolish dectrines taught in it. Ev- 
ery christian is a lover of truth, which 
refines and purifies the affections of the 
soul, while falsehood demoralizes. Let 
all the saints be awakened to a general 
investigation of the truth in love and 
friendship and darkness and error will 
soon flee away, and harmony and Union 
in the light of God's word will become 
the leading principle to be felt and en- 
joyed im every heart, when love and 
friendship would soon be consolidated 
all their ranks. The adver- 
sary 
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for the light of truth would annonnced 
the dangers of approach at every corner, 
and the shield of God’s word would ex- 
pose and repel every bolt of false doc- 
jrine shot forth from the regions of dark- 
eats and by the light of truth be hurled 

ack to the pit from whence they came. 
But while men persist in their obstinacy 
to the light of truth, as revealed in God's 
word, they must sooner or later meet the 
fatal consequences; for if they stand on 
the side of falsehood they will perish in 

arkness. 

The doctrine of baptism for the dead 
has been treated upon at considerable 
length, and is now dismissed for the 
present. But another equally errone-. 
ous doctrine taught by Joseph Smith will 
be taken up and investigated, which is 
the plurality of God’s and the exal- 
tation of men to become God's; that God 
himself was oncé a man, like as men are 
now, which is a high handed attempt of 
a sacriligious perversion of the word of 
the Lord as is found in the Times and 
Sgasons, one of the most popular works 
of publication for the church: had its 
origia in Nauvoo, November 1839, and 
by its great success soon became the 
great standard work of the church, and 
continued to be the chief organ of her 
publication, until near two years after 
the death of Joseph Smith, and during a 
portion of the time it was edited by Ts. 
seph Smith himself, and in volume 5th, 
No. 15, commencing on page 612, and 
continuing to page 417, is found one of 
the most infamous sermons of blasphe- 
my ever preached from the pulpit, which 
‘was delivered from the stand at the 
April conference, 1844. It would be too 
tedious to give this sermon at full length, 
but extracts are here presented cantain- 
ing the doctrine of plurality of Gods, 
quoted verbatum, and numbered in par- 
agraphs, for convenience, as to refer- 
erence, first extract, No. 1: ‘‘l want to 
ask this congregation every man, wo- 
man and child, to answer this question 
in their own heart, what kind of a being 
is God? Ask yourselves. I again re- 
peat the question what kind of a bein 
is God?” Extract No. 2: ‘Forl spea 
as one having authority ; what sort of a 
being was God in the beginning? Open 
your ears and hear all ye ends of the 
earth.”’ Extract No. 3: ‘First God him- 
self who sits enthroned in yonder Heav- 
ens, isa man like unfo one of your- 
selves ; that is the great secret.” Ex- 


en could no longer have power; | tract No. 4: “In order to understand the 
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subject of the dead, for the consolation 
of those who mourn for the loss of their 
friends, it is necessary they should un- 
stand the character and being of God, 
for I am going to tell you how God 
came to be God. We have imagined that 
God was God from all eternity. These 
are incomprehensible ideas to some, but 
they are the simple and first principles of 
the Gospel to know for a certainty the 
character of God—that we may converse 
with him as one man with another, and 
that God himself, the father of us all, 
dwelt on an earth the same as Jesus 
Christ himself did; and I will show it 
from the Bible. i wish I had the trump 
of an archangel! I could tell the story 
in such & manner that persecution would 
cease for ever. What did Jesus say? 
(mark it, Elder Rigdon). Jesus said: 
‘*As the Father hath power in himself, 
even so hath the Son power.” To do 
what’? why, what the Father did. That 
answer is obvious,—in a manner to lay 
down his budy and take it up again.— 
Jesus, what are you going to do—to luy 
down my life, as my Father did, and 
take it up again? If you do not believe 
it, you do not believe the Bible. The 
Scriptures say it; and I defy all the 
learning and wisdom—a'! the combined 
powers of earth and hell together—to re- 
fute it. Here, then, is eternal life. To 
know the only wise and true God, you 
have got to learn how to be gods your- 
selves ; to be kings and priests to God, 
the same as all gods have done by going 
from a small degree to another—from 
grace to grace—from exaltation to exal- 
tation—until you are able to sit in glory 
as doth those who sit enthroned in ever- 
lasting power. What did Jesus do? 
Why, 1 do the things I saw my Father 
do when worlds came rolling into exist- 
ence. I saw my Father work out his 
kingdom with fear and trembling, and I 
must do the same.” Extract No. 5: 
‘The head one of the Gods brought forth 
the Gods. Thatis the true meaning of 
the words. ‘‘ Baurau” signifies to bring 
forth. If you do not believe it, you do 
not believe the learned man of God. No 
man can learn you more than what I 
have told you. Thus the head God 
brought forth the Gods in the grand 
council. I will simplify it in the English 
language. Oh, ye lawyers! ye doctors! 
who have persecuted ma, I want to let 
you know that the Holy Ghost knows 
something as well as you do. The head 
God called together the Gbds, and sat in 
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grand council. The grand counsellors 
sat in yonder heavens and contemplat- 
ed the creation of the worlds that 
were created at that time.”” Extract No. 
6: *“ But, if I am right, I might with 
boldness proclaim from the house-tops 
that God never did have power to create 
the spirit of man at all. God himself 
could not create himself. intelligence 
exists upon a self-existent principle. It 
is a spirit from age to age, and there is 
no creation about it. All the spirits 
that God ever sent into the world are 
susceptible of enlargement. The first 
principles of man are self existent with 
God. That God himself finds himself 
in the midst of spirits and glory because 
he was greater, and because he saw pro- 
per to institute laws whereby the rest 
could have a privilege to advance like 
himself.” 

Is not this modern spiritualism * 

The above quotations, taken from Jo- 
seph Smith’s sermon, are numbered in 
six parts, for the purpose of reviewing 
them; but before the investigation com- 
mences, it would be proper to present 
some references tothe Book of Abraham, 
taken from the papyrus said to be found 
with the Egyptian mummies, as will be 
seen in the Times and Sgasons, Vol. 3, 
No. 10, page 719 to 722. The Book of 
Abraham declares the plurality of Gods 
in great numbers. ‘A few quotations 
will suffice fora sample. Par. 26: and 
the Gods ordered, saying, ‘‘Let the 
waters under the heaven be gathered 
together unto one place, and let the 
earth come up dry, and it was so as they 
ordered; and the Gods pronounced the 
earth dry, and the gathering together of 


the waters pronounced they great waters. . 


And the Gods saw that they were obey- 
ed, and the Gods said, let us prepare the 
earth to bring forth grass.” 

Again, Par. 30: ‘And the Gods said 
among themselves, on the seventh time 
we will end our work which we have 
counselled, and we will rest on the 
seventh time from all our work whioh we 
have counselled. And the Gods con- 
cluded upon the seventh time, because 
that on the seventh time they would rest 
from all their works which they, the 
Gods, counselled among themselves to 
form.” 

The foregoing quotations are so con- 
demning in themselves, that a brief ex- 
amination will be all sufficient. The 
word Gods is used 54 times in the two 
sections. Noone could scarcely be cen- 
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the author to be; the kingdom of God. Verily, verily I 


surable for thinkin 
drunken, either wit 
strong delusion, if not both, at the time 
he delivered such a new-fangled system 


strong drink or 


of mythology. Isthere any man with a 
good share of intelligence and common 
sense that can profess io believe it? 
Dare any man preach it to an intelli- 
gent audience? Will the ‘‘ Herald’ of 
the new organization defend it as one of 
the planks of their platform of faith? 


They have vowed to believe every word | 


that came through Joseph Smith until 
the day of his death: what will they do? 
They have got plenty of Gods. If one 
fails, they can call upon another. Would 
it not bea pious notion for the great.ones 
among them who are aspiring to be 
Gods, call a council, these critical times, 
let the head God call together the young 
gods, qnd sit in grand council together, 
as they did in the days of yore. It 
might be the promotive step to exalta- 
tion from one degree to snother, until 
they sit enthroned in everlasting power, 
as is precedented in the quotation No. 5. 
Let those who read compare the sermon 
of our blessed Savior on the Mount, at 
Jerusalem, with Joseph Smith’s sermon 
at Nauvoo, and they can readily per. 
ceive by contrast the difference between 
the light and darkness. The principles 
tadght by Christ are in exact opposition 
to those taught by Smith after he fell. 

Mathew 5th ch., 3d verse to the 10th: 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
their’s is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are they that mourn, for they 
shall be comf | | 

Blessed are the meek, for they shall 
inherit the earth. 

Blessed are they who do hunger and 
thirat after righteousness, for they shall 
be filled. 

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 

Bl are pure eart, for 
shall see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
shall be called the children of God. ) 

Blessed are they which are persecuted 
for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 

See B M., last Nephi, ch. 5, par. 9: 

‘* And again I say unto you, ye must 
repent, become as a little child, and 
be baptized in my name, or ye can in no 
wise receive these things. And again I 
say unte you, ye must repent, and be 
baptised in my name, and become sea 
litle child, or ye can in no wise inherit 
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say unto you, that this is my doctrine, 
and whoso buildeth upon this buildeth 
upon my rock, and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against them. And 
whoso shall declare more or less than 
this, and establish it for my doctrine, the 
same cometh of evil and is not built up- 
on my rock, but he buildeth upon a 


sandy foundation, and the of hell 
standeth open to receive such.” Jzsus 
CHRIsT. 

See Timzsand Sgasons. ‘‘Here then 


is eternal life, to xnow the only wise 
and true God, you have got to learn how 
to be Gods yourselves,—to be kings and 
priesta to God, the same as all Gods have 
done, by. going from a ‘small degree to 
another—from grace to grace—from ex- 
altation to exaltation—until you are. 
able to sit in glory, as doth those who 
sit enthroned in everlasting power.’’— 
Joszeu Smitu. The Bible and Book of 
Mormon both contradict Joseph’s sermon 
at Nauvoo, which proves that he had 
fallen from the light of truth that he 
once held. Which will the friends of 
truth believe ? 

There is but one universe, in philoso- 
phy So says all the learned world. 

ebster says, (tod is the only Supreme 
Ruler of the Universe—and so says 
reason. The Supreme Being is God; 
then God is the only Supreme Ruler of 
the Universe. Is it good logic to talk 
about half a dozen of a beings ? 
If not, then the philosophy of the plur- 
ality of Gods is atan end. But Joseph 
| Smith’s revelations contradicts philoso- 
phy. He undertakes to tell mankind 
what sort of a being God is, and says— 
‘‘God isa man like unto one of your- 
selves.” (See extract Nos. 2 and 8.) 
But Jesus Christ says, ‘‘ God is — ; 
(See John, 4th ch., 24th verse. ) oh 
shall men believe ? 

In extract No. 4 is found Joseph’s 

sermon, which says he is go 

to tell you all how God came to be 
He sneers at the idea that God was 
from all eternity, and called it ‘* ima- 
gined,”’ and then makes a short allusion, 
in few words, to the first Po germ of 
the gospel and character of God, with a 
| mere pretence; but, after a few twists 
and turns, he says that God himself, the 
Father of us dwelt on an earth the 
same as Jesus Christ himself did, and 
then appeals to the Bible for proof, and 
wishes he had the trump of an arch- 


angel to tell the great story that God 


rs 

t | | 

bh | 

| 

| 

8 

t 


46 


had once died just as’ Jesus was going to 
do—to lay down his life and take it up 
again, like his Father had done before, 
and that his Father had been clothed in 
mortal flesh as man, and to work 6ut his 
salvation with fear and trembling, and 
had to die by crucifixion, be buried and 
rise to life again,—and in this Way the 
Father became to be God, and so Christ 
had to do to get to be God also,—and 
then says, in order for men to have 
eternal life and know the only true God, 
they must also learn to be Gods them- 
selves—the satne as all Gods had done, 
by a system of exaltation. And thus 
Joseph, after running the corners wit 
such a zigzag motion in trying to estab: 
lish the plurality of Gods, plays out into 
one of the most ridiculous farces evér 
witnessed. Now, the sum total of the 
whole fiction in the case amounts to just 
this: ‘Frat, God (the Supreme Ruler 
of the Universe) finds himself in the 
midst of spirits, and glory. He, of 
course, is God then. Secondly, he is 
seen greatly lowered from that position, 
dwelling on an earth in mortalities, fear- 
ful gloom, trembling and dying, dead 
and butiéd; but raised again back to 
immortal glory, or something else. And 
lastly, ** God imself is a man again like 
unto one of yourselves—that is the great 
secret.” 

In No. 6, Joseph says: ‘‘I might 
with boldness proclaim from the house- 
tops that God never did have the power 
to create the spirit of man at all’ Jo- 
sepH SMITH. 

Mathew 28-18. ‘And Jesus came and 
spake unto them, saying, all power is 
given unto me in heaven and in earth. 
Jesps CuRist. 

Again, see Col. Istch., 16th v. ‘For 
by him were all things created that are 
in heaven and that are in earth, visible 
and invisible, whether they be thrones, 
or dominions, principalities, or pow- 
ers. Alf thingé were created by him 
and for him.” 

Joseph, aftér He fell, says God did not 
have all powet. Jesus Christ says, after 
he rosé triumphantly from the grave to 
immortal glory, that all power in heaven 
and earth was givén into his hands.— 
Paul says, all things in heaven and 
earth were created by the’ blessed Lord. 

Thé. testimony. of Christ and Paul 
must be received, and will be by every 
lover of truth, which proves that Jo- 
seph Smith fell into darkness, which is 
manifestly plain, beyond all possible 
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doubt, and those who undertake to de. 
fend all Joseph Smith's doctrines that 
he taught to the day of his death; as. 
sume a very awkward and ufeustain- 
able position. A fair investigation and 
exposition of some of those wicked and 
blasphemous doctrines which have been 
imposed upon thé church has ‘been pre- 
serited to the public view in all candor 
and fairness, with strict endeavor to 
state the facts relative to each #itbject 
as far as was found to bé practicable 
in every case. ‘And now, if there should 
be any remaining’ doabt as to thé‘pos- 
sibillity of thtre being a plurality of 
Gods, accorditig to Joseph Smith’s 
teachings, the following will wéttle ‘the 
lquéstion with the seal of defiance 

hat there is but the one and only ott 
living and true God, from everlasting 
to everlasting, through all eternity, 


see Isainh, 44th. chapter, ~6th verse. 
‘Thus saith the Lord, the king of Is- 
rael and his redeemer, the Lord of 


hosts; I. am thé first, and I am the 
last; and beside me there is no God.” 

Also, 8th verse’: ‘Fear ye not, nei- 
ther be afraid; have bent | told thed 
from that time, and have déclared it? 
ye are even my witnesses. Is there a 
God beside me? Yea, there is no God; 
I know not any.” ** oie 

Chap. 45, verse “Iam the Lord, 
and there is mone else; there is no God 
beside mé.” 

Sée Book of Mormon, Alma, 8th ch., 
6th par. And Zeeztdm said unto him 
(Amulek), thow sayest there is a trite 
and living God. And Amulek said yea, 
now there is a true and living God. 

‘* Now ZEEZROM SAID, I8 THERE MORE 
THAN ONE Gop? AND HE ANSWERED NO. 
Now Zeezrom said unto him again, how 
knowest thou these things? And he 
(Amulek) said, AN ANGEL HATH MADE 
THEM KNOWN UNTO ME”’ 

And again} see Isaiah, 48d ch., TOth'Y. 
‘Ye are. my witnesses, saith the Lord, 
and my servant whor I have chosen ; 
that ye may know and believe me, and 
understand that I am he: before me 
there was no God formed, neither shall 
there be after me.” 

Here then, brethren, you may réadily 
percéive that both the Bible and Book 
of Mormon positively declare that there 
is but one God, and as Joseph Smith 
tratisiated the Book of Mormon with Ja- 


red’s inte gift and power 
of God,, in which it i& declared that 
there is but one God, ahd in less than 
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eight yours subsequently, it tarns ont | 
that he is preaching the doctrine of plu- | 
rality of Gods, and also, in order to have 
eternal life, men are to learn to be Gods 
themselves, | 

Soch is the lamentable ‘fact, which 
cantot suecessfully controverted.— 
Will the new: organization defend Jo- 
seph’s teachings, during that period in 
which he gave those false revelations? 
Will his own son, Joseph, the president 
of the new organitntion, boldly step for- 
watd and defend the doctrine of his fa- 
ther up to the day of his death? This 
my be a great trial to a man’s soul, but 
the importance of the occasion demands 
it. hese blasphemous doctrines are 
vowed to trut by' the ‘new organisa 
tion, and publicly proclaimed. Shall 
the free horn sons of America, whose 
exalted sentiments is the equal rights of 
man—whose chief delight is in the pur- 
suit of life, liberty and happiness—bow 
to the shrines Of the great godess of mo- 
dorn’ delusion, which claims for itself a 
demigod priority over mankind—who 
proclaim themselves to be the only 
agents of a deity whose, ministers are 
sooh to be gods themselves? In the 
event of suctess fo such a system of fan 
aticism, the crisis would soon usher in 
when freemen would hear another gos- 
pel proclaimed, that all men, in order to 
be saved, must become serfs to the new 
Gods, and bow to their dictates ot be 
damned. Let'all the freemen, of every 
Christian persuasion, observe this young 
sprout of Bohun-upas, and watch its top, 
before it grows too tall, lest alt who dare 
approach within its. withering reach 
should perish. Let no one fee himself’ 
chagrined. It is not the design to niake | 
new wounds, but to dress the old sores; 
and the truth will be administered if it 
cuts like the two-edged:sword, and évery 
limb from the body is severed, and made 
fall fo the ground. © | 

iendW and brethten} the fact that. 

the chureh having become so demoral- | 
ized, is because of the false doctrines im- 
posed upon thy of which one half has not 
yet been told. The Traoru-Te.iee pro- 
poses to tell the whole. , 


“THR ENSIGN.” 
A Pamphlet bearing the above name : 
has been sent to us by some brethren in| 


Penn. We shall notice its contents here- 
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ORDAINING BRO. G. HED- 
RICK. 


In the Henratp (of Plano, Ills.,) July, 
15th, 1864, Mr. Z. H.:Gurley réfers to 
me as having ordaine@? Bro. G. Hedrick 
as prophet; and how we might expect the 
chutch:to be ‘flooded with spvrious 
REVELATIONS,” etc. | 

Well, that may be the case, if he be- 
comes as corrupt as his predecessor did 
the latter part of life; but we hope ania 
pray for better things. Bro. Hedrick 

as alrendy committed himaelf teo defin- 
itely to impose ‘‘spurious revelations” 
on the church, and in the event not to 
be detected. 

As fat as Bro. Hedrick’s atguments 
are concerned, in reference to the revela- 
tions of Joseph Smith (the PALLEN pro- 
phet), they are irrefutible and conclu- 
sive. However grievous it is to hear, 
yet it is a truth we have to bear, that 
the church had too much confidence in 
their prophet, in believing that he could 
not falk not noticing his ‘‘ WALK,” 
whether or not he *‘WaLK&D IN ALL 
HOLINESS BEFORE THR Lorp,” that we 
might, or might not, ‘receive ALL his 
words as from God’s- own motith.” 

I suppose that my friend Gurley thinks 
that if he had assisted in/ ordaining Bro. 
H., as he did ‘*young JosephSmith”’ (the 
dumb svanbiedt all would have been 
right, and fo mistake. 

It is singular, very singular indeed, 
how some men oan bloat themselves so 
full witha kind of clamorous vanity, aud 
say as ea words, and after all is 
said n¢thing is said. “He that CANNOT 
REASON is a FOOL, he that WILl. NoT is & 
KNAV#, and he that DARB NoTisa stave.” 

Success to the 
Your foes are on the RETRBAT, with the. 
yell. Look out for wolves in sheep's 
clothing. And Mr. Blsir says, as muc 
as to say, that his DEAR MARTYRED PRO- 
did give ons false revelation just 
before his death, and then God killed 
him—not by a ‘‘lion,” ashe did a pro- 
phet once before, but by an infuriated 
mob af men, on by the INsprrinc 
or Gon, to do Ged serviee, in kill- 
ings lyimg prophet. Is that it, Mr. Blair? 

Well, we think that when one revala- 
tion contradicts another, one or both ig 
false, whether the prophet dies sooner or 
later after giving them. More anon. | 
E. Pace. 
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CORRECTIONS OF THE HER- 
ALD. 


Under the heading, the Truth 
Vindicated, No. 1, it is proper that 
certain false charges against the 
Truth Teller should be corrected. 
The Herald says, in this article: 
‘We will say, however, that he 
Hedrick), and his few adherents, a 
ew years since taught that the Book 
of was a true record 
of the revelations which God gave 
unto the Latter Day Saints; but 
that the book of Doc. and Cov. (first 
edition included) contains interlopa- 
tions in the sections referred to in 
our article on the “ Mistake in the 
' Book of Commandments.” Such 
is not the fact. The statement is 
without foundation that this church 
ever first built upon the Book of 
Commandments, and then reformed 
and took the book of D. C., but to 
the contrary. The first edition of 
the Book of D. C. was received by 
the church from the first beginning. 
The editor of the Herald, in his mis- 
taken position, has suffered his re- 
marks to go beyond the bounds of 
truth. He says,—“ whereas they 
professedly received the book of Com- 
mandments, with all the printer’s er- 
rors which are in it, as one of ,;their 
guides and standard.”” Bro. Sheen, 
this isa mistake in your publication. 
The Book of Commandments was 
never received by this church at any 
time, neither in part nor as a whole, 
as a book ; but the first edition of the 
Book of D. C., Bible, and Book of 
Mormon were received as the stand- 
ard of their faith. 


All men have the right to reason 
on any and every subject that comes 
before them,and make their own de- 
ductions, and give their conclusions 
the best they can in all justice, yet 
without offence, though widely dif. 
fering in opinion. But false state- 


ments should be carefully avoided, 
as they always lead to mischief.— 
There are many such statements 
committed bythe Herald against the 
Truth-Teller. They will all be hit 
when aimed at, and in due time will 
be attended to; but for the present 
there is too great an amount of more 
important matter that demands the 
space upon the of the 7ruth- 
Teller. And, as the Herald has 
displayed her colors in a small way 
of skirmishing against the T7'ruth- 
Teller in its infant day of but one 
number, the Herald will have more 
to do shortly, in facing a grand bat- 
tery of all the exposure of her rotten 
position, unless it is hushed down in 
utter despair of an honorable de- 
fence, and surrender in captivity ; 
and if not, she shall be opened up to 
the public view, until every eye may 
see the deformity of her enormous 
doctrines. A few specimens of the 
Herald’s logic will suffice in this 
number. Itquotesfrom the 7ruth- 
Teller a rule t> determine a false 
prophecy, No. 4, vol. 6, p.53: ‘“An- 
other infallible rule to determine a 
false prophecy is—when the things 
predi 


The author who criticised 
the above rule has not given his 
name, therefore no blame can be at- 
tached if the editor’s name is used as 
the instrument. It appears, then, 
that the brother’s logic is that facts 
are not to be known and understood 
by common sense principles. Be- 
cause two or more men have decided 
differently, therefore they are wee 


able of knowing facts or understand- 


ing principles of truth. Of course 
they are all fools then, Bro. Sheen. 


It very often happens, in a great 
many instances, where men who have 
professed to have the spirit have de- 
cided differently from one another— 


even Bro. Sheen hag given decisions 


\ 


contradict known facts and 
of truth, it is always: 
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at different times, differing from 
each other—by the spirit. Thous- 
ands of the Brighamites have decided 
that B. Young was a prophet by the 
spirit. Many of the new organiza- 
tion once decided by the spirit that 
Brigham was a prophet but now de- 
cide by the spirit that young Joseph 
is a prophet, or about to be, or will 
be some time. Bro. Sheen, are these 
all fools too? Is thatit, Bro. Sheen ? 
Is that the horn the logic is in? 


Bro. Sheen finds fault with the 
above stated rule of common sense 
because the sectarians 
have used it. Bro. Sheen does not 
believe that such sectarians have got 
the ‘Holy Ghost.” Does he not 
know that they can detett the false 
teachings and prophecies of Brig- 
ham Young, William Smith, Strang, 
Bishop rm Brewster, together with 
many other absurdities, just as fast 
as hecan? Bro. Sheen finds fault 
with the rule—‘‘ when the things 
predicted contradict known facts and 
principles of tryth they are always 
false.” Bro. Sheen says: ‘“ Now 
the tion is—who shall decide 
what are ‘known facts and principles 
of truth?” Can every man by his 
own wisdom decide on these points ? 
and can all men thus decide alike ? 
If this is the case, why does the 
world abound with sects and schisms, 
and why are they ‘tossed to and fro” 
and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine.” This sophistical way of 
the brother’s reasoning is only to 
throw dust against the rules of logic 
that so seriously affects his system of 
theology, which cannot bear an ex- 
posure to light. The pith of Bro. 
Sheen’s whole arg&ment as an objec- 
tion to the rule, is on the ground 
that all men cannot decide alike 
on all those points of “ known facts 
and principles of truth.” This logic 
would render all known facts doubt- 
ful, and all principles of revealed 
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truth uncertain, and even false— 
simply because all men would not 
decide on them alike. His argu- 
ment is against the new organiza- 
tion, because all men do not believe 
in it. Even the Bible and Book of 
Mormon, and all known facts, would 
be in jeopardy by such logic. Bro. 
Sheen says—‘‘if this is the case, 
why does the world abound with 
sects and schisms?’’ Qne question 
may often givean answer to another. 
Are the sects and schisms of the 
world founded on krown facts and 
principles of truth? If not, they 
are false. 

It is evidently plain that it is by 
the known facts and principles of 
truth that the errors of sects and 
schisms are detected. Is not the 
Bible a history of facts? and does 
not the word of God in it contain the 
principles of truth ? 
‘‘ when principles are oy and 
things predicted that stand in op- 
position to known facts and princi- 
_ of truth, they cannot be true.” 

ro. Sheen says—'‘ the Truth- 
Teller did not say the Holy Ghost 
was ap infallible rule ; it did not say 
anything about that.” All men who 
understand the office of the Holy 
Ghost believe it to be an infallible 

ide. The office of the Hol 

host was not to teach thin a 
ready known and understood, but to 
give an understanding of things that 
were not understood, and could not 
be understood with the natural 
mind, but to be spiritually discern- 
ed; also to bring things to thieir re- 
membrance,and to showthem thngs 
tocome. And happy are they who 
are truly guided by it! Their faith 
and aa will be in accordance with 
the written word of God, which is 
the golden rule and holy guide for. 
every follower of Jesus 


‘* He that hath my commandments 


and keepeth them, he it is that lov- 


Therefore, . 


| 
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- eth me; and he that loveth mo shall; above shows that Joseph Smitr, in 


be loved of my Father. And I will| order that he 
love him, and will manifest myself to | gi 

Such will 
They, will not 


him.’’—John 14--21. 
have the holy spirit. 
be “tossed to and fro, and be car- 


ried about with every wind of doc- 


trine,” that is contrary to ‘‘ knowa 
facts and principles of truth.” 


JOSEPH SMITH A FALLEN 
PROPHET, 


Words from his own mouth de- 
_ clare that he was liable to fall.”— 
See D. U., See. 30, Par. 2: “ For 
although a man may have many rev- 
elations, and have power to do many 
mighty works, yetif he boasts in his 
own strength, and sets at nought 
the commands of God, and follows 
after the dictates of his own will and 
carnal desires, he must fall, and in- 
cur the vengeance of a just God up- 
on him.” The foregoing plainly 
shows, without equivocation, that 
‘‘a man may have many revelations, 
and have power to do many mighty 
works,” and afterwards fall away, 
and “ ineur the vengeance of a just 
God upon him.” 


The giving of contradicting revel- of the mystery of those things “hich | 


ations is full proof that there are 
some false ones; and, as it has been 


ight not lose the 
gift of prophecy, should continue to 
walk in all holiness before the Lord, 
as he was strictly commanded to do 
Sec. 46, Par. 2: “‘ wherefore (mean- 
ing the church) thou shalt give heed 
uato all his words and comwand- 
ments which he shall give unto you 
jas he receiveth them, walking in all 
holiness before me.’”’ Here then are 
certain specific conditions to the 
church in receiving revelations from 
| Joseph Smith as coming from the 
Lord, that he is to be found “ walk- 
ing in all holiness before the Lord,” 
by the church, whose right and duty 
it was to watch over him and to 
judge of those revelations whether 
they were true or false. Sec. 11, 
Par. 5. ‘“ Wherefore, watch over 
him that his faith fail not.” Al- 
though Joseph held the keys of 
those things which were sealed even 
| from the foundation of the world un- 
til the coming of Christ, yet he was 
liable to fall, as the following will 
show—Sec. 11, Par. 4: “I have 
sent forth the fullness of my gospel 
by the hand of my servant Joseph, 
and in weakness have [ blessed him. 
And [ have given unto him the keys 


have been sealed; even things which 
were from the foundation of the 


clearly shown that Joseph gave many | world, and the things which shall 


false revelations, therefore, acco 

ing to Joseph’s own words, he has | 
given the greatest assurety to all 
men, that the “might know he was 
a fallen. prophet. Read Par. 4 of, 
Sec. 30—“Behold thou art Joseph, 
and thou wast chosen to do the work 
of the Lord, but because of trans- 
gression, if thou art not aware, thou 
wilt fall. But remember God is’ 
merciful; therefore, repent of that 
which thou hast done. * * * * 
Except thou do this, thou shalt be 
delivered up and become as other 
men, and have uo more gift.” The. 


come from this time until the time 
of my coming; if he abide in me, and 
ifnot,anc her will plant in hisstead.’: 


The above also shows, that if Jo- 
seph did not abide in the Lard, to 
walk in all holiness before him, the. 
Lord would plant another in his 
stead; which is ale plainly stated in 
another place—Sec. 51, Par: 2; ‘for 
[ have given him the keys of the 
mysteries, and the revelations which 
are sealed, until I shall appoint ano. 
ther in his stead.’”’ And again, Jo- 
seph and Sidney Rigdon were both 
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liable to fall, Sec. 66, Par. 2: “ and 
inasmuch as they are not faithful, 
they shall be cut off, even as I will, 
as seemeth me good.” 


The foregoing quotations plainly 
shows that Joseph was liable to fall 
away and lose the gift of prophecy, 
and in that event the Lord would 
provide for another to arise in the 
chureh to the same gift and calling. 
The following will show that the 
gift of revelation and prophecy was 
not to be taken from.Joseph Smith 
during his lifetime, if he would keep 


all. the commandments—Sec. 21, 


2: ‘And the keys of the mysteries 
of the kingdom shall not be taken 
from my servant Joseph Smith, Jr., 
through the.means I have appointed 
while he liveth, inasmuch as he 
obeyeth mine ordinances.” See 
Sec. 14th, Pars. lst and 2d. Here 
then, it 2t is specified in seven dif- 
ferent sections—repeatedly in ten 
paragraphs—as plain as langu 
can make it, that Joseph Smith held 
the gift of prophecy for the benefit 
of the church upon the conditions 
that he would walk in all holiness 
before the Lord himself, and if: he 
would not, then another was to be 
appointed in his stead. But no otie 
was'to be appointed to this gift of 
oe for the church during Jo- 
’s lifetime, except through him. 
This yVT, given in Sec. 14, 
Par. Z, seems to have —_ of 
wisdom in avoiding unjust claimants 
and —. to that office during 
his lifetime ; but many impbsitions 
have been practiced upon the church 
simce his death, even upon that very 
ground, all of which have grown out 
of a misunderstanding of the design 
and purpose for which it/was given. 
and thereby has been greatly abused. 
The design seems to have been, that 
whenever Joseph should lose the 
gift, it would then become his duty 
to make it manifest to the charch, | 


and appoint another in his stead, 
and then resign, by appointing all 
the duties of the office of the presi- 
dency to another more faithful man, 
to be done under the direction of a 
high council or general conference, 


This, was too humiliating, and Jo- 
seph could not condescend. He 
never did comply with the law of 
appointing another in his stead. For 
the proof of this fact, read Sec. 51, 
Par. 4: ‘“ Neither shall anything be 
appointed unto any of this church 
contrary to the church covenants, 
for all things must be done in order 
and by common consent in the 
churell by the prayer of faith.”— 
See also Sec. 2, Par. 10: ‘“ No per- 
son is to be ordained to any office in 
this church, where there is a regu- 
larly organized branch of the same, 
without the vote of that church.” 
Read 17th Par.; ‘‘ Every president. 
of the high priesthood (or presiding 
elder). Bishop, high counsellor, 
and high priest is to be ordained by 
the direction of a high council or 
general conference.” 


Here then, brethren, is the law 
}unto the church, as specified in the 
two foregoing sections, declaring that 
‘po one should be appointed to any 
office in the church, neither any- 
thing without the common consent 
given by the vote of the ehurch, and 
that every. president of the high 
priesthood must be ordaimed by the 
direction of a high cowncil or gene- 
ral conference, according to the law 
of the church ; and notwithstanding 
Joseph, according ta See, 14, Par. 
2, had the appointing power assign- 
ed to him, in a certain case, if he 
should lose the gift of prophecy, 
| yet he could not execute that power 
contrary. to. the chureh covenants, 
wherein he..was bound by the law of 
the ehureh to first have the vote of 
the church in making the selection 


of the one to be appointed in his 


| 
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stead before the ordination could be 


the lineal claims to office under the 


legally conferred upon the elect of | Melchisedec priesthood. Below we 


the church, and even then it should 
have been conducted by the direc- 
tion of a high council or general 
conference, in whose care these im- 
portant duties of the church are al- 
ways to be entrusted, with the seve- 
ral quorums of the church to assist 
in the arrangement of all such church 
affairs, and instruct Joseph that all 
things were ready for him to confirm 
the appointment by ordination, that 
the church might know in all cer- 
tainty who was appointed in his 
stead, 
[To be continued in our next. ] 


A PRETENDED REVELATION. | J 


Will Bro. Sheen of the “ Herald”’ 
tell his readers when the Lord made 
his 2d advent; He pretended to 
have received a revelation in Cov- 
ington, Kentucky, in 1849, in which 
he says that the Lord had appointed 
William Smith to be the president 
and pro, het of the church until the 
Lord came. Or, is his 2d advent 
still in the future? If so, the “ law- 
ful heir’ is too fast, as he, under no 
circumstance, can be the president 
of the church until his uncle’s time 
expires, and that will not be till the 


give the pretended revelation refer- 
red to, taken from the ‘‘Melchisedec 
and Aaronic Herald, Vol. 1, No. 5, 
by Isaac Sheen.’ | 

“A Revelation given to William 
Smith and Isaac Sheen in Covington, 
Kentucky, July 5, 1849. : 

‘‘ Behold, verily I say unto you, 
my servant, William Smith, and my 
servant Isaac Sheen, * * * 
behold, nine of your leaders have I 
cut off, and they who have gonc to 
the wilderness are no more before my 
face ; and unto you have I[ appointed 
William Smith to be your president 
and prophet, to preside over you ¢i// 
come, 

Reader, according to the teach- 
ings of the ‘ Herald,’ you must 
swallow this pretended revelation. 
down, you must not question its 
truth. If you do, you will be dis- 
fellowshipped and cast out as “‘ ap- 
ostates.” Our determination is to 
reject falsehoods and false revela- 
tions, no matter through whom they 
may have come. I[t is also a fact 
that Wm. Smith professed to be Eli- 
jah (the prophet of old), and the 
editor of the Herald’ at 

lano, Ills., endorsed this blasphem- 


ous claim, and published it in his 
Lord comes, if your revelation be paper that he was editing 


at that 


true. Rather a close place, Bro. time. We also publish what Wil- 


Isaac, if you confess that your reve- 
lation is false. That will be apos- 
tacy, according to the teachings of 
the “Herald.” As the revelation 
came through, as you say, the legal 
head of the church,—if you persist 
in the truth of your 1849 revelation, 
why, you know that the baby claim 
of young Joseph will be killed. We 
can tell you how to fix it up all 
right in your estimation. Just give 
us & long article on lineal priesthood 
—~your pet subject—or tell us that 
you were the first man in the United 


liam Smith’s Counsellor called 


news, @taken from the ‘ Melchi 

dec and Aaronic Herald,” Vol. 1, 
No. 7, edited by this Counsellor 
Isaac Sheen: “ A debate was held 
in Covington on the evening of Oct. 
4th, between President Smith and 
Mr. J.W. Pugh, a Brighamite, on the 
following question: Is it the legal 
right of William Smith, the brother 


of the martyred prophet Joseph 


Smith, to be the president of the 
church of Jesus Christ of Latterday 
Saints? So t was president 


States that ever advocated on paper 


Smith’s victory, that the loud ac- 
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clamations of the assembled hund- | 


reds in favor of him might be heard 
for squares around.” , 


RESPONDENCY. 


An answer to certain doctrines under 
notice in the TauTH-TgLigR, published 
as being false, has been responded to by 
Bro. Sheen, expressing a willingness to 
discuss those doctrines published under 
notice, except po'ygamy. He says: ‘but 
if be wants to have a discussion on those 
doctrines which he advocates, we are 
willing to do so in Plano.” The state- 
ment **to bave a discussion on those 
doctrines which he advocates,” ie not ex- 
plicit. The doctrines published to be 
false are not advocated, a opposed, — 
Will the Hera.p please define wore par- 
ticularly? It wishes to have the discus- 
sion at home. That is a little too much 
one-sided. Would not Mendota be a 
better divide’? it is a more suitable sit- 
uation. Will the new organization stake 
their doctrines on the result of a public 
discussion, and agree to haveit conduct- 
ed under the care of five moderators, who 
shall be entirely disinterested persons, 
who are believers in the Bible, and who 
shall preserve order to the 


rules of debate, and who shall give their 
decision in writing, which shall be pub- 
lished in the and 
LER, withoutcomment? When Bro. Sheen 
is agreed to all the necessary condi- 
tions, the time will be fixed. 

It is proper here to state, for the ben- 
efit of all who wish to know the dividin 
period between the true revelations an 
those that are false, so that the charge 
hereafter upon the Truru-TgLier for 
receiving revelation through Joseph 
Smith in an irregular manner may be 
without foundation. The revalation 
published in the first number is suffi- 
ciently plain to show the date of his 
fall; but it seems some quibbling has 
been seen in the HeRa.tp on this partic- 
ular point. Now, let this suffice for 
subsequent time: that revelation had 
fixed the period of his first false revela- 
tion at the beginning of the 4th para- 
graph of Sec. 101, or date in the 
month of February, A. D. 1884. All 
revelations, including the 4th Par. of 
Sec. 101 and thereafter, are false, in 
any book as coming through Joseph. 
Those before that have been received by 
the church. 
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“THE RESTORER.” 


We have received five numbers of the 
‘*Rustorer,”’ s periodical published in 
England, edited by Elder J. W. Briggs. 
It is devoted to the interest of the “‘ new 
organization.” The editor repudiates 
the doctrine of plurality of Gods—a doc- 
trine that was proclaimed as being true 
by Joseph Smith in April 1844, and as 
is also contained in the Book of Abra- 
ham, which Joseph Smith professed to 
have translated. Quite a difference in 
the positions of the two organs of the 
‘new organization,” the one in England, 
the ** RestorzR,”’ properly calls a belief 
in the ery. of Gods idolatry; the 
other at Plano, [llinois,—the 
—calls the repudiation of the doctrine of 


| is right, Bro. Briggs? 


lurality of Gods apostacy. Which one 
hat say you? 
Was it not **the crowning sin” of Joseph 
Smith to proclaim publicly, as he did, 
}this idolatrous doctrine as being true? 
and was it not a ‘crowning sin’ for 
him to. present, to the churcb, as he did, 
the Book of ‘* Abraham” when he 
knew that it contradicted the Bible, © 
Book of Mormon, and Book of Cov.? and 
do you not think it asin for Bro. Sheen 
to brand with the title ‘* apostates,” all 
who do not believe in this corrupting 
doctrine? Is it not asin to 
this filthy doctrine for sale, as Bro. Sheen 
does ? Is it net the duty of every honest 
man to put it down instead of circulating 
it as being true? Let us bear from you. 
Do you endorse the Book of Abraham as 
true? and do you believe all of Joseph 
Smith’s teavhings to the day of his 
death--his sermon on the plurality of 
Goda, with the balance? Speak out. Do 
not be afraid 6f Bro. Sheen. The Saints 
over here do not believe all he says, if 
he does © any you an aposiate. Nobody 
will beliéve it on his say so. 


NOTICE. 


It is a fact that certain false doctrines 
have been imposed upon the church of 
Jzsus Curist (of Latter Day Saints), 
which is the true cause of her prostitute 
condition, which are as follows: The 


doctrine of baptism for the dead by 

roxy, the plurality of Gods, and that 
God himself was once & man, like men 
are; also, that men become to be Gods 


bY a system of exaltation ; the doctrine 
of tithing, as given in section 107, July 


